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MESSAGE
President’s

Each May, I think of renewal as birds 
return from their winter homes, 
spring flowers emerge from beneath 
a blanket of sodden leaves, we ready 
the cottage for a season of guests and 
catch up with cottage friends unseen 
since Thanksgiving.  Maybe you have 
undertaken a project this past winter 
to renew a dock or added a fresh coat 
of paint to brighten a room.  We all 
look forward to the optimism that 

spring brings – and for us cottagers, the promise of warmer 
days and waters to enjoy the lake are just around the corner.

I know you are thinking I am going to talk about renewal of 
your membership (have you?) but that is not my purpose 
in choosing the theme of renewal.  The MLA has been 
undergoing a renewal process for the past year culminating 
in  a 5 year Strategic Plan called The Way Forward, which 
details our priorities and specific actions – priorities and 
actions that you told us in various surveys that are important 
to you.  We heard that you didn’t think we were always 
focussed on the right things and this plan ensures that we 
are.  I hope you will take time to glance over it.  It can be 
found on our homepage at www.mla.on.ca.

Your MLA Board, Committees and countless other volunteers 
have taken the plan to heart and are already implementing 
some of its key activities.  Today we reveal a refreshed look 
for the MLA starting with a new logo. We hope this new 
image reflects the optimism we feel as we continue to build 
on past MLA work and invite all generations to become 
engaged in work yet to be done. 

We are also about to embark on a digital transformation of 
the MLA operations with a new membership management 
software to make it easier for you to renew online and manage 
your information.  With this transformation will also come a 
new website that will enable you to keep up to date more 
easily with member programs, advocacy efforts, events and 
Muskoka news that matters to you.

Membership is critical to our advocacy success. Organizations 
with resources can be more effective. This year with the 
increased membership dues we have, among other priorities, 
been able to seek more help from experts in planning and law. 
Resulting submissions on key issues and files have been more 
effective.  Many of you have reached out over the past year 
to seek our help with development issues or other problems 
such as water access parking.  And through those efforts we 
have met a number of members who want to volunteer their 
time.  We continue to renew our four committees (Community 
Programs, Communications and Membership, Environment and 
Government and Land Use) as well as our Board of Directors. If 
you have skills, interest and/or a little time to give we would love 
to hear from you.  The MLA is built on volunteers.

And finally, you will read about our activities surrounding this 
years’ municipal elections as our councils renew themselves 
every 4 years.  

We all need a makeover occasionally. Our renewal is ensuring 
that we remain focussed and relevant to our membership 
now and into the future.



MLA’s NEW LOGO REVEALED!

2021 saw the Muskoka Lakes Association create its first 5 year 
Strategic Plan developed with broad input from our community, 
including members, partners and non-members. With a prioritized 
road map for future growth and success this document has 
guided considerable momentum for implementation.  

A key strategy within the plan expressed the need to better 
communicate how the MLA is evolving to meet new challenges 
while inspiring membership growth and increased support for 
all the good work we do.  And with it, a review of our brand 
as we look to the future. 

Your MLA Board embarked on a path to refresh “our look”. 
We balanced the need for professional expertise while keeping 
your MLA volunteer Board highly involved in strategic thinking.

 

Brand renewal began with a joint review of the MLA’s long-
standing logo by Board members and our consultants Watt 
International. The Board considered various designs that 
morphed from “a bit of change” to “a lot” and landed on 
one “in between” that builds on the past and yet portrays a 
bright future.

Logo: The Case For Change

Welcome Aboard!

The New Design

The Tag Line
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MLA Webinars 
Did you miss a webinar we hosted? 
Our past Webinars are posted on our website, check then out at; www.mla.on.ca/Webinars
Educational and informational webinars on topics our members have requested.

Historically, our logo has featured the burgee, an iconic 
symbol of the wooden boat era. However, it is less familiar 
to newer generations of cottagers.  Experts tell us that our 5 
word tagline – Preserving Muskoka for Future Generations 
– is long, at least by today’s standards. Some newer and 
younger cottagers ask, “What about today’s generations?” 

  

The result is a new logo that reflects a more progressive image 
of the Association and its commitment to protecting and 
enjoying the lakes, rivers and forests throughout Muskoka.

The new logo retains “MLA” as the eye catching feature. 
Lower case letters communicate approachability, engagement 
and inclusivity – qualities that our member engagement told 
us are important for the MLA to reflect and portray. It sets 
aside Canada’s national maple leaf to focus on the iconic 
natural beauty of Muskoka. We softened the burgee’s edges 
and lengthened the pole to depict the various flags that 
many of us fly on our properties. The blues and greens from 
the natural environment form a modern depiction of the 
many shades of our beautiful water and forest landscape. 

 

Our new tagline, FOR ALL GENERATIONS, speaks to those 
who have deep roots in the Muskoka community (past), the 
here and now (present), as well as looking ahead (future) 
and works to capture the Muskoka Lake Association’s vision 
of preserving and enhancing the Muskoka Lakes for future 
generations to enjoy and value 

 

We invite you to welcome and embrace the “new look” of the 
MLA and the optimism it communicates about the future of 
our beloved Muskoka.
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IT’S HAPPENING ! 

The Muskoka Lakes Association Boat Show is back.  On August 13th after 
a three year wait it returns to Port Carling. The MLA Antique Boat Show 
began in 1971 and has been held bi-annually since, honouring boats that 
have been built in Muskoka or have spent most of their life in Muskoka 
waters.  This show is a tribute to our Muskoka boat building heritage. 

The theme is Moving Forward and features a selection of beautiful 1930s 
boats.  1930 turned out to be a pivotal year in boat designs.  In Muskoka, 
the heritage of long deck launches with vertical windshields and a steering 
station located midship and behind the engine hatches gave way to “forward 
drive” configurations with steering ahead of the engine and behind stylishly 
sloping windshields. Some owners actually had their old-fashioned launches 
converted to “forward drive” which helped to kept boatbuilders busy through 
the depression.

This years poster features Caprice, a unique 26’ triple cockpit Minett-
Shields built in 1936 and featured at the New York Boat Show in the 
same year.  Caprice is owned by Jonathon Blair who acquired it from his 
Grandfather, Alf Mortimer, founder and long-time proprietor of the Port 
Sandfield Marina.

August 13th shows off many finely crafted boats demonstrating the 
evolution of Muskoka boat building from the 1800s.  

Come out and enjoy a day with these fine craft. Chat with their owners.  
There will also be a display of vintage outboard motors, music and good 
fun. The show runs from 10 AM until 4 PM. Admission is free. For more 
information and to support the MLA please visit mla.on.ca.

Call us for a FREE

property evaluation

l i s t  l o c a l .  m a r k e t  g l o b a l .

JIM GARDINER* 705.646.7358
IRIS GARDINER* 705.646.6367

CHESTNUT PARK REAL ESTATE LIMITED, BROKERAGE
COTTAGESINMUSKOKA.COM  |  Office: 705.765.6878
110 Medora Street, Port Carling, Ontario  P0B 1J0

LESLEY-ANNE GOODFELLOW ** 705.787.6110

* Broker  ** Sales Representative

Web Member Directory!
Do you want to connect with MLA members but left your yearbook at home or at the cottage? Log Into your account 
with your primary Email or MLA Membership Number and Password. You can then access the membership directory by 
clicking on “Member Directory” on the homepage of the website. You can use the alpha search, type in a first or last 
name, or even look up your MLA geographic code and see all the other MLA members in your area.

www.mla.on.ca
www.cottagesinmuskoka.com


New Members
Please welcome the following as new members of the MLA! From February 8 to May 2, 2022

Bev & Jeff BAYLEY

Corinne CALDWELL

Lori and Richard ELDER 

 and Family

James & Erla GJESING/

MCCAIG

Randall HEYD

Susan LLOYD SWAIL

Gillian & Mica MARR, 

FEDERAL

Sandra NADALINI GUNN

Alan OLIVER

Arianne PURVES MITCHELL

Oliver REPRICH

Vaughan A.D. ROSS

Mike SCHIEDEL

Aaron SCHILLER

Josh SCHILLER

Zack SCHILLER

Gordon SCHOFIELD

James SMITH

John SMITH

Matthew WILSON

TAKE A STAND FOR MUSKOKA – VOTE ON OCTOBER 24TH 

Many property owners and renters 
don’t bother voting in municipal 
elections, yet decisions made by your 
local municipal council touch your lives 
in many important ways.

Do you care about the quality of the 
lake water? 

Do you care about the amount of blasting 
and tree cutting along the waterfront? 

Do you care about disruption from 
short term cottage rentals? 

Do you care about your municipal 
tax bill? 

Do you care about garbage pick-up 
and road maintenance?

Do you care about building and land 
development?

If you answered ‘yes’ to any of these 
questions, then be sure to vote in 
Ontario’s municipal election on 
October 24th.

Few of us realize that we can vote in 
more than one municipality in Ontario. 

In fact, property owners and their 
spouses can both vote in every 
municipality where they have property. 
So you and your spouse can both vote 

at your home and also at your cottage if:

 • you are a Canadian citizen, and  
  18+ years old; and

 • you are registered to vote. 

It’s much easier to vote now that you 
can vote online or by phone.

Tenants (renters) and their spouses are 
also allowed to vote. So long as you are 
a tenant in the municipality on voting day 
(October 24) you are entitled to vote.

Check today at voterlookup.ca to 
make sure you are registered to vote!

With the tremendous amount of 
development occurring in Muskoka, 
it’s more important than ever to vote 
for councillors who will prioritize 
responsible development so we and 
future generations will be able to enjoy 
this beautiful part of the world.

Muskoka needs Councillors who will 
fight for:

 • No more clearcutting and   
  excessive blasting

 • No more residential    
  subdivisions on our shorelines

 • Appropriate by-law enforcement 

 • Protecting water quality and   
  mitigating flooding

 • Responsible and transparent   
  budgets and taxation

 • No conflicts of interest

The MLA and Friends of Muskoka will be 
working together to evaluate candidates 
for council in Gravenhurst, Bracebridge, 
Township of Muskoka Lakes and 
Seguin Township. We will interview all 
interested candidates and jointly identify 
those who are aligned with the values of 
our combined membership base of over 
8,000 voters.

The best way to ensure the voice of 
waterfront property owners is heard 
is through strong representation at 
council tables.

Mayor and Councillor positions are 
part-time for a 4-year term. Both are 
paid positions, but there is a significant 
element of public service in these roles. 
Prospective Councillors need to reside, 
part-time or full-time, in the municipality 
they plan to represent.

Let’s talk if you are considering running 
for office. Please email Deborah Martin-
Downs at president@mla.on.ca and let’s 
begin the conversation.

On October 24th, we can make a 
difference.

Vote to Respect, Preserve and 
Protect Muskoka.

               DETAILS HERE
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Why Do Municipal 
Elections Matter?

Can You Vote?

Why is This Year’s Election 
So Important?

Do You Want To Be         
On Council?

www.voterlookup.ca
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WELCOME BACK 
CITIZEN SCIENTISTS!

MLA will be running its annual Water Quality program on 
a “normal” schedule this year!  The first sampling date is 
on May 21st weekend. Subsequent sampling weekends are 
June 25th, July 23rd & August 20th. If you see one of our 
volunteer samplers out on the lake this summer please wave 
and say thank you for keeping our water swimmable.

Training will again be done by pre-recorded video plus a live 
Zoom Training with Q&A on May 19th. The training video 
will be posted to our website for those unable to attend on 
May 19th. 

Please welcome back Chelsea Callard returning from 
maternity leave as WQ coordinator in the office. Sample 
kits can be picked up on Saturday May 21st at the Seeding 
day.  This year Seedling Day is being held at the Port Carling 
Legion, across from the Community Center.  Alternatively, 
please arrange another time for office pick up directly with 
Chelsea 705-765-5723 or chelsea@mla.on.ca

Any new volunteers interested in joining the WQ team are 
welcome. Please contact Chelsea.

A special thank you to all our volunteers who are participating 
in this year’s testing program.  The end of season appreciation  
reception is planned at the Cragg cottage for August 21st.

COCKBURN ISLAND
David Browne
dbrowne@mmr.ca 
416-520-7042

LAURIE ISLAND
Philip Goad
pgoad@mmr.ca 
416-738-4412

Darcy Browne
darcybrowne@mmr.ca 
416-710-4074

Cottages are special places. 
Let us help you insure yours.

mmr.ca

Muskoka Lakes Association
Preserving Muskoka for Future Generations

SPRUCE UP YOUR BOATING 
SKILLS THIS SPRING!

Surveys reflect growing concern about the safety of our lakes and 

the preservation of Muskoka’s shores as the result of boating. As 

part of our effort to promote safe and enjoyable boating, MLA has 

provided access to six E-Learning modules by Scott Ferguson, a 

member of MLA’s Community Programs Committee. 

The six topics Include: Boating Law, Safety and Courtesy; Safe and 
Enjoyable PWCing; Towing Human Beings; Safe and Enjoyable 
Night Boating; Boating Basic Navigation; Departing and Landing. 
Each is 9 to 19 minutes. To view them, Click here or go to https://
www.mla.on.ca/Become%20a%20Better%20Boater

www.mla.on.ca/Become%20a%20Better%20Boater
www.mmr.ca
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SPONGY (AKA LDD OR GYPSY) MOTHS – ADVICE FOR 2022
MLA has recently received many 
questions about preventative treatment 
for LDD moths in Spring 2022. The 
questions mostly center around an offer 
for aerial spraying. Should cottagers 
invest in the spraying program or not? 

First, how much of an infestation can 
be expected this year? Last year’s 
experience provides a bit of a guide 
for the coming season. Many local 
areas were heavily defoliated. Others 
were only mildly affected. Trees can 
survive defoliation for one season, 
particularly if they are healthy and not 
subject to secondary stresses such 
as drought, disease or other insect 
attacks. Areas of heavy infestation of 
those nearby are likely to see a repeat 
this year. A survey of eggs masses 
could help make this determination. 
A Barrie conservation officer has 
advised that if egg masses are smaller 
than dime size, moth populations are 
declining. Egg masses that are quarter 
size or larger indicate increasing moth 
populations. Preventative treatments 
should be considered where there are 
many trees targeted by moths, where 
populations are increasing or where 
property owners trees sustained 
significant damage last year. A guide to 
susceptible trees, moth life cycles and 
treatments at different stages of the 
moth life cycles was published in last 
fall’s Shorelines which is available on 
the MLA website.

Spraying, both ground based and 
aerial, can be used to treat trees 
affected by moth caterpillars. Ad hoc 
reports indicate that ground spraying 
can be effective but only to a certain 
height in the trees. Several Southern 
Ontario municipalities have employed 
aerial spraying [eg. Mississauga, 
Toronto, Oakville and Hamilton] 
suggesting it is effective. The aerial 

spray is delivered by helicopter for 
better control of the spray area 
between targeted and non targeted 
areas [usually paying properties and 
non paying properties]. Overspray or 
drift onto neighbouring properties of 
into the lake cannot be prevented.

The spray [Foray 48B] has an active 
ingredient known as Btk which is a 
naturally occurring fungus. Btk is not 
considered a risk to pets or animals. 
Other ingredients are reported to be 
food grade or inert, so the product 
may be used on certified organic 
farms [https://extension.entm.purdue.
edu/GM/PDF/GMquestions.pdf]. The 
biggest concern is that the spray is not 

species specific. All caterpillars at this 
life stage will be susceptible. Not just 
LDD moths. By extension, caterpillars 
are a primary source of food for 
birds, so depletion of the caterpillars 
may have adverse effects on bird 
populations as well. Wrapping your 
trees and/or collecting the caterpillars 
by hand (wear gloves) and killing them 
in soapy water will help reduce the 
impact on your trees.

For further information see the City of 
Mississauga FAQ sheet at http://www7.
mississauga.ca/documents/Parks/
forestry/2018-Aerial-Spray/FAQ.pdf

 

Join Us For the MLA AGM - July 20, 2022 @ 5:00pm Via Zoom



Carpentry, Grounds Keeping, Window Cleaning, 
Handiwork Services, Property Checks and more!

TICKS – ON THE LOOK OUT! 

Blacklegged ticks are spreading to new areas of the province 
because of climate change. They can also spread by traveling on 
birds and deer. While the probability is low, it is possible to find 
an infected tick almost anywhere in Ontario.

Ticks are most active in spring and summer, but can be found 
at any time of the year when the temperature is above freezing.

You might be at risk if you live, work in, or visit a wooded area, 
or an area with tall grasses and bushes (including city gardens 
and parks).

You may also be at risk if you are involved in outdoor activities 
such as hiking, camping and gardening.

You may be bitten by a tick and not even know it.

Here’s what you can do to avoid getting a tick bite.

Wear:

 • light-coloured clothing, so it’s easier to see ticks

 • closed-toed shoes

 • long-sleeved shirts

 • long pants, tucked into your socks

 • special clothing designed to repel ticks

Use an insect repellent, or bug spray, that says “DEET” or 
“icaridin” on it. Put it on your clothes and exposed skin. Always 
read the label for directions on how to use it.

https://www.ontario.ca/page/lyme-disease
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MLA Membership
Your contribution matters. Help to preserve the 
Muskoka you cherish. If you haven’t already 
done so, please renew your membership at 
www.mla.on.ca or by calling 705-765-5723.

How to Avoid Getting a Tick Bite

Cover Up

Use Insect Repellent

www.upperlakespm.com
mailto:info@upperlakespm.com


Contact Us
Muskoka Lakes Association, Box 298, 65 Joseph Street, Port Carling, ON  P0B 1J0
P 705-765-5723   |  F 705-765-3203   |  E info@mla.on.ca  |  W www.mla.on.ca

Grand Tappattoo Resort

Many of us are familiar with the venerable old 
Muskoka resorts that dot various lakes in 
Muskoka. But the Grand Tappattoo is a relative 
newcomer to the resort scene here, having 
opened its doors in 1987. It is 8 km. south of Parry 
Sound nestled amongst 50 acres of birch and pine 
trees and surrounded by Otter Lake. The name 
Tapatoo means “A Place of Joy” in Ojibwe.

Between 1989 and 1997 several deluxe suite 
accommodations, a banquet hall, two fully 
appointed conference rooms and a spacious 
indoor pool and recreation complex were 
added. The resort now has a total of 53 hotel 
rooms, suites and fully equipped cottages. 

The large heated pool is a big hit with both 
the locals and cottagers. Memberships can 
be obtained by the day, week or month and 
includes use of the fitness facilities as well as 
the aquatic fitness classes. If you spend any time 
in Muskoka during the winter, this is a lovely 
way to escape if only for a brief period of time.

We enjoyed lunch there one day this winter in 
the Forest Restaurant. The menu is varied and 
includes a children’s menu. Food was delicious 
and the service was excellent.

Many of us are asked about short term rental 
accommodation in Muskoka, and the Grand 
Tappattoo is a good suggestion. Rooms include 
daily breakfast, and there are also fully equipped 
cottages. Check it out!

Grand Tappattoo Resort
30 Tapatoo Trail, Seguin ON P2A 1S9
info@grandtappattoo.com

Cathie Mostowyk




